
 
Greek and Trojan family trees - The Trojan War side 1 

Background: Paris, youngest son of King Priam the king of Troy (Trojan), abducts Helen from her husband, King Menelaus the king of 
Sparta (Greek). Paris and Helen return to Troy. King Menelaus and the wise Odysseus travel Troy to ask for the return of Helen. When 
the request is denied, Menelaus and his brother, Agamemnon, decide to attack Troy. Multitudes of Greek soldiers gather under the 
direction of Agamemnon. Other armies, including one led by Achilles, destroy cities allied with the Trojans and ravage the Trojan 
countryside. The siege against the Trojans lasts for about ten years. About nine years into the war, the story of The Iliad takes place.  

Greeks are exhausted by the fighting. The famous Greek leaders, Agamemnon and Achilles, fight over women. The gods punish 
them with a plague. Achilles throws a fit and refuses to fight. Meanwhile, his best friend, Patroclus, borrows Achilles’ armor and is 
killed in battle by Hector. Achilles kills Hector and desecrates his body.  
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Background (cont’d): Finally, Odysseus thinks up a way to trick the Trojans. The Greeks build the Trojan Horse and pretend to sail 
away. The Trojans, thinking the Greeks have given up, have a major party and bring the Horse into the walled city. The Greeks decimate 
the Trojan population, ending the war. A Trojan survivor, Aeneas, sails off (some say to found the city of Rome, but others say Rome was 
founded by twin brothers). Aeneas’ story is told in The Aeneid. While sacking Troy, the Greeks do all kinds of horrible things (rape Trojan 
wives on altars, throw babies off walls, etc) which enrages various gods and goddesses. Because of the gods’ wrath, most Greeks have 
trouble returning home from the war. The most famous story is The Odyssey which details Odysseus’ ten year journey.  
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